
"Yard1 26, 1950. 

Dr. Alemnder HoPlaendar, 
Biology DM.akm, 
Oak Ridge National Lahoratoxy, 
P.O. Box P, oak w&e, Tern.. 



Concerning the possibility of my joining the regular staff of the 
Biology D&vision, my viewers are along the lines of our earlier discus- 
sion. I would not object to the most stringent security re&ations 
on work of an inherently secret nature, but I am afraid that L am sensi- 
tive enough to this type of atmosphere that I would feel somewhat stifled 
by its unmeaningful application to basic bi;,Xc:&:,l research, by the 
mere ncekdfznt of the location of the Division Laboratory at Oak Ridge. 
1 am not llnmindful. of the imany advantages, both to my personal advancement 
and to doing a large volume of basic research under other&se excellent 
conditions, that I should be losing by not taking uq your offer. HoweverJ 
I have not been able to persuade myself that I would be a hnppier person 
0% in the long run; a more productive scientist by leaving qy present 
c~nnsct.icns with the %&iversity of ti&%%?nsin, however meagre, by CORpari3On, 
the per~nal ~nellbgereand the provision of research ,materials ‘may be. 
These considerations would not apply to'a short-term a.ssnciatAon with 
the Labora,tor;r, should the direction of ,my work indicate the edviaability 
of seeking It. I hope that my hesitation at accepting a permanent appoint- 
:mnC at Cjak Ridge t~i11 not prejudice your c6nsideratian at some later date 
of a request on qv part to make use of the Laboratory's faciO.ties for a 
~~~f.4. ~)f a few .41&a OP I.Mnth:;. .L 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Assistant Profe.Tis.;r Gf GWXticP1 


